January 15, 2019

COMMUNICATION FROM DISTRICT

DIRECTOR, THE HONORABLE
JACKIE SPEIER, MEMBER OF
CONGRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from Brian Perkins, District
Director, the Honorable JACKIE SPEIER,
Member of Congress:

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, January 9, 2019.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: This is to notify
you formally, pursuant to Rule VIII of the
Rules of the House of Representatives, that I
have been served with a subpoena for testi-
mony issued by the Superior Court of the
State of California for the County of San
Mateo, in a criminal proceeding involving an
alleged threat of violence against our office
personnel.

After consultation with the Office of Gen-
eral Counsel, I have determined that compli-
ance with the subpoena is consistent with
the privileges and rights of the House.

Sincerely,
BRIAN PERKINS,
District Director.

———

JODI READINGER, A TAX
PREPARER

(Ms. HOULAHAN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. HOULAHAN. Madam Speaker, I
rise for Jodi Readinger, a tax preparer
in Pennsylvania’s Sixth District. She
and her organization, the Berks Com-
munity Action Program, provide a
range of services to over 2,500 low-in-
come individuals and families in my
community. For example, her team
works for free to help people navigate
the complicated process of filing their
taxes.

During a weekend town hall in Berks
County this weekend, Jodi shared with
me that she has been unable to reach
the IRS to access tax preparation soft-
ware due to the shutdown. Her work is
responsible for bringing $1 million
worth of tax refunds back to my com-
munity and for saving $80,000 for her
customers.

I am a third generation veteran. Bor-
der protection is imperative and a real
issue. I am certain that there are meas-
ures to protect our borders that we can
come to an agreement on in this brand-
new Congress, but a shutdown is not
the answer.

Madam Speaker, I rise for the people
like Jodi, because shutting down the
government is failed policy.

———

HONORING PCN FOR 25 YEARS OF
FARM SHOW COVERAGE

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Madam Speaker, I rise today to honor
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PCN for 25 years of outstanding cov-
erage of the Pennsylvania Farm Show.
Pennsylvania Cable Network, now
called PCN, was organized August 29,
1979, as a nonprofit corporation by
Pennsylvania cable companies.

PCN marked the first use of cable
television for distance education, and
it was the first educational cable tele-
vision network in the Nation. PCN was
on the air before CNN, ESPN, FOX
News, MSNBC, and nearly all other na-
tionally distributed cable networks.

In November 1993, PCN began pro-
viding public affairs programming in
prime time to provide viewers coverage
of the Pennsylvania General Assembly.

In 1994, it expanded beyond govern-
ment and covered every aspect of the
annual Pennsylvania Farm Show.

This year, PCN exclusively delivered
the Pennsylvania high school cham-
pionships rodeo, the sale of champions,
the celebrity rabbit hopping contest,
the grand champion junior market
goat and lamb show, the draft horse
competitions, the mini-horse pull,
square dancing competitions, and much
more.

Madam Speaker, I commend PCN on
25 years of exclusively delivering the
Farm Show to viewers in the Common-
wealth of Pennsylvania, and I con-
gratulate PCN on this outstanding
achievement.
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IMPACT OF THE GOVERNMENT
SHUTDOWN

(Ms. TLAIB asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. TLAIB. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to bring my people’s voice into
this Chamber. They are going through
day 25 of an unnecessary government
shutdown. They are begging their land-
lords not to evict them because HUD
funding is suspended.

Our neighbors at home who live
among the biggest corporate polluters
are wondering, without EPA inspectors
on duty, if they are breathing in more
toxins than permitted under the law.

Madam Speaker, when did it become
okay to use people as pawns, to jeop-
ardize the well-being and way of life of
our residents back home?

I urge the leadership in the Senate to
put people first. Majority Leader
McCCONNELL works for the American
people, not the President. We don’t
need the President’s support.

So, please, Senators, pass the bills
you supported before, and let’s get our
government up and running again for
our families.

————

CONGRATULATING MEMBERS OF
ARIZONA LEGISLATURE

(Mr. BIGGS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)
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Mr. BIGGS. Madam Speaker, today, 1
rise to congratulate all the Members of
the Arizona Legislature who took their
oaths of office to begin a new term this
week.

The start of each legislative session
is exciting: an opportunity to keep
promises made to constituents and
make Arizona a better place to work
and raise a family.

As ever, legislators will face chal-
lenges that will impact millions of Ari-
zonans. I look forward to working with
my former colleagues, especially those
in the east valley, for the benefit of our
constituents.

I recognize and give special congratu-
lations to incoming Senate President
Karen Fann and House Speaker Rusty
Bowers. I wish everyone in the Arizona
Legislature, including staff, a produc-
tive legislative session in the months
to come.

——
OPEN THE GOVERNMENT

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker,
I can’t even account for this historic
and devastating Trump shutdown.

When I say I can’t account, I can’t
believe that the government is now in
the mix of a shutdown that has such
far-reaching proportions of impact,
negative impact: not only my constitu-
ents who work for so many Federal
agencies, from TSOs to Border Patrol,
to Customs and Border Protection, to
air traffic controllers, but those around
the Nation—the two Federal employee
family that is now going into their
son’s scholarship fund, the young
mother who now needs food assistance,
those who are on the SNAP program,
those who live in public housing, those
who are disabled.

Is there any empathy or sympathy in
the White House to begin intelligent
and informed negotiations, allowing us
to negotiate border security after the
fact but open the government now so
that people can be paid?

Madam Speaker, people are asking
me whether their healthcare coverage
is going to lapse because they are not
being paid. People are asking about
whether or not the credit scores that
are impacted by not being able to pay
your bills, how they are going to make
amends for that; about the mortgages
or the rent to landlords who are being
insensitive.

Madam Speaker, the bottom line:
Open the government, Mr. Trump, for
the American people.

——

BORDER WALL FUNDING

(Mr. BERGMAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BERGMAN. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today in support of President
Trump’s request for border wall fund-
ing.
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